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The phrase 'asylum-seeker' is one we see in the media all the time. It stimulates fierce and

controversial debate, in arguments about migration, race and religion. The movement of people

from poor or struggling countries to those where there may be opportunities for a better life is a

constant in human history, but it is something with particular relevance in our own time. This

collection of short stories shows us people who have been forced to leave their homes or families to

seek help and shelter elsewhere. Some are about young people travelling to other countries, others

are concerned with children left behind when parents are forced to flee. These are stories about

physical and emotional suffering, but also about the humanity of some people from host countries

who act with generosity and sympathy.
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An admirable collection of short stories about asylum. Going beyond media stereotypes, they

provide insight into situations many children face. These sometimes chilling accounts are invaluable

for PSHE but make satisfying reads in their own right.

Tony Bradman has written more than 50 books for children. Well-known as a children's book

reviewer for Parents magazine, he also founded the Best Book for Babies Award. His books for



Frances Lincoln are Has Anyone Seen Jack?, Look Out He's Behind You, This Little Baby, Through

my Window, and he edited the story anthologies Give Me Shelter and Under the Weather. Bradman

lives in Kent, U.K.
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